continues to pose significant challenges in patient management, both in its implementation and in the management of patients following cardiac arrest and resuscitation. 2, 4 The management of patients is likely to be substantially different with E-CPR compared with conventional approaches, particularly following cardiac arrest. In particular, the management of the cardiac function is different in patients with retrograde aortic blood flow, and the ideal management of the brain, including mean arterial pressure, cerebral perfusion pressure, ideal targets for carbon dioxide and arterial oxygen content, has yet to be defined. Another key challenge is neurological prognostication and diagnosis of brain stem death, which is more challenging on ECMO. 4 An additional area that requires careful consideration is temperature management, given the results of recent trials exploring the outcomes for patients managed with hypothermia compared with normothermia. 5 The relevant literature will be covered and an approach to the management of the post-arrest patient, particularly with respect to considerations on ECMO, will be discussed.
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